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Public Holidays Act
Chapter 378
Laws of the Federation of Nigeria
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Public Holidays Act
Chapter 378
Laws of the Federation of Nigeria

An Act to repeal all the State Laws on public hajid and to make provisions for the whole of theefaiion for publi
holidays and other related matters.

15t January 1979

1.The days mentioned in the Schedule to this Act &leakept as public holidays throughout Nigeria.

2. (1) In addition to days mentioned in the Schedalthis Act, the President may by public notice@ppa special de
to be kept as a public holiday either throughowé¥ia or in any part thereof, and any day so appdishall be kept a:
public holiday.

(2) Subject to section 1 of this Act and subseciibnof this section, the Governor of a State mgyphblic notict
appoint a special day to be kept as a public hylidathe State concerned or in any part thereofi any day s
appointed shall be kept as a public holiday.

(3) In this sectiorpublic holiday'includes part of a day and any day declared asrk-fkee day.

3. The Minister for Internal Affairs (hereinafter ezfed to asthe Minister’) may by public notice, when it appear:
him in any special case that in any year it is regent that a day appointed by section 1 of this tA be kept as
public holiday should be kept as a public holiddgclare that such day shall not be kept as a phbliday and ma
appoint such other day as he may think fit to bpt ke a public holiday instead of such day, andetiygon the de
appointed shall be submitted for the day in sudr wppointed by this Act.

Provided that where a day declared to be keptpagbc holiday for the celebration of a religiowesfival is found not
be the actual day on which the adherents of thgioal concerned perform the religious festivalshiall be lawful fo
such adherents to take time off work on that aafaglfor the celebration of such festival.

4. No person shall be compellable to do any act dayeappointed by or under the provisions of thi$ tddoe kept as
public holiday which he would not be compellableltoon a Sunday.

5. Notwithstanding any other provision of this Act lsutbject to section 3 thereof

(a) if two days appointed as public holidays faltsessively on a Friday and a Saturday, only tidalfrconcerned ai
no additional day in lieu of that Saturday shalkeet as a public holiday.

(b) if any day appointed to be a public holidaydan a Saturday or a Sunday, only the Saturde§uoday concernt
and no other day in lieu of either of such daydldlekept as a public holiday.

(c) if two days appointed as public holidays faltsessively on a Saturday and Sunday, only ther@&atiand Sund:
concerned and no additional day or days in liethefSaturday and Sunday shall be kept as publidaya; and

(d) if two days appointed as public holidays faltsessively on a Sunday and a Monday, only the Mgprmbncerne
and no additional day in lieu of that Sunday shealkept as a public holiday.

6. (1) Notwithstanding any of the foregoing provisiafsthis Act, the DirectoGeneral of a ministry or the head of
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Government Department may, unless otherwise ordeyetie appropriate authority, if the interest lné public servic
or the convenience of the public demand it, reqairer any of the persons serving in his MinistryDepartment, as t
case may be, to perform on a Saturday, Sundayhdicphwliday such of their duties as he may deenessary.

(2) In this section, théappropriate authority"means

(a) with respect to any Ministry or Department loé IGovernment of the Federation, the Minister efltiternal Affairs
and

(b) with respect to any Ministry or Department bétGovernment of a State, the State Commissiorengel witt
responsibility for matters relating to public halics.

(3) In this section, references to Department idelteferences to any Court or tribunal set up msto any written la
or any other public institution the emoluments dfose employees are paid out of the Consolidate@mevFund of tt
Federation or of a State or any other public fuhthe Federation or of a state and references tobees of the arme
forces of the Federation and the Nigeria Police&or

7. (1) This Act may be cited as the Public Holidayg.Ac

(2) Itis hereby declared that notwithstandingfgih@visions of any other enactment or law, any dayoanted as a publ
holiday by or on the direction of the Minister, ohg the period commencing from 1st September, 187T® endin
immediately before the coming into operation o§tAct shall be deemed to have been validly so aypedi

Schedule

1. New Year's Day

2. Good Friday

3. Easter Monday

4. Workers' Day (1st May).

5. National Day (1st October).

6. Christmas Day

7. Such day as the Minister may declare to be &éghbliday in celebration of the Muslim festival il el Fitr.

8. Such day as the Minister may declare to be éighobliday in celebration of the Muslim festival lal el Kabir.

9. Such day as the Minister may declare to be &igohbliday in celebration of the birthday of theoBhet Muhamme
(Id el Maulud).
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